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Many businesses anticipate increased flow 
of travelers 
By Tammy Cilione 
Poughkeepsie Journal 
 
Businesses, both large and small, are looking forward to the arrival of 
the 2005 Empire State Games. 

Jay Reynolds has owned Simmons' Way Inn in Millerton with his 
wife Martha for just under a year. He said, while his inn won't be in as 
much demand as lodging closer to Poughkeepsie, he does think the 
area could receive a fair amount of attention.  

''Is it a big thing for the county? Yes. But is it as big for the northeast 
part of the county? Maybe not,'' Reynolds said.  

''We are so off the beaten path,'' he said, explaining that the inn is not 
hard to get to, just far away from the heart of the games. But Reynolds 
acknowledges that it is his responsibility to reach out to the games' 
organizers.  

''I think it's something we need to get involved in and any opportunity 
to tie in (with the games), I'll be there,'' Reynolds said.  

Diminishing returns  

Dale Culver, owner of the Round Tuit Restaurant in Millerton, agrees. 
Culver, who has owned the restaurant on Route 22 for 15 years, thinks 
the economic benefits are going to be diminished as the distance 
between businesses and the games' sites increase.  

Culver said he is just far enough away that he won't see the bulk of 
the visitors, but he is still hopeful that his neck of the woods will reap 
some rewards.  

''Anything that comes in can't be a bad thing,'' Culver said.  

Chazen Companies Inc., headquartered in the City of Poughkeepsie, 
was one of the first businesses to come forward and volunteer their 
services and will be providing maps for the games.  

Kelly Libolt, director of marketing and business development at 
Chazen, said the planning and engineering company got involved in 
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the planning of the games early because of the enormous opportunity 
the games could provide for the entire mid-Hudson area.  

Chazen volunteered so soon because there was an incredible event 
coming to the Hudson Valley, Libolt said. Chazen Companies will 
provide athletes, vendors and visitors with assorted maps of the 
events, recommended routes to and from the events and housing for 
the athletes with a computer program called geographical information 
systems (GIS).  

''There can't be just one map,'' Libolt said, and because the games 
aren't until 2005, the project is just getting under way.  

''It's an enormous opportunity. The hope and desire is when people 
come we can direct them to a place they have not been to,'' Libolt 
said, adding that attracting repeat visitors, residents and students will 
also be on the minds of many.  


