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Community leaders deserve awards
With dedicated people like Richard Chazen and innovative
organizations like Mill Street Loft, Dutchess County is continuing its
excellence in community service.

Both were honored Tuesday by this newspaper for their significant
roles in improving the quality of life locally -- Chazen as the 2003
Business Person of the Year, and Mill Street Loft as winner of this
year's Diversity in the Workplace Award.

Chazen is well known in the region as head of Chazen Companies, an
engineering and planning organization. But as a community
volunteer, he makes a different kind of mark.

He's been on the Vassar Brothers Medical Center board since 1986,
serving presently as president. And he's served on several other
nonprofit boards. His experience in civil engineering has helped these
organizations strengthen their long-term planning.

''He's motivated by honoring his father and building a legacy,'' said
Ann Davis, director of the Marist College Bureau of Economic
Research, who nominated Chazen for the award. ''He's got personal,
family and community accomplishment rolled into one.''

Mill Street Loft, based in Poughkeepsie, focuses on enriching life
through arts, especially by helping young people prepare for further
study and for work. For example, ProjectABLE aims to provide jobs
skills for youths at risk of missing out.

The nonprofit agency also provides a fine example for diversifying
staff. About half of Mill Street Loft's staff members are people of
color, as are half the people who direct its major programs. All but
one are female.

The Diversity in the Workplace Award was begun in 1999 by
Poughkeepsie Journal Publisher Richard K. Wager to recognize local
businesses and nonprofit organizations that use innovation and hard
work to produce a more diverse work force, thus improving their
bottom line, their role in the community and their employees' lives.

Tuesday's awards ceremony, held at Dutchess Community College,
was sponsored by the college and the legal firm of Corbally, Gartland
and Rappleyea.

Chazen and Mill Street Loft have given a lot to this region, especially
the City of Poughkeepsie. The recognition they received Tuesday was
well-earned. 
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