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Brownfields study aids Kingston plans

By: JONATHAN MENT, Freeman staff August 09, 2002

NEWBURGH - A final report profiling old, polluted industrial 
sites - or brownfields - in the region has helped Kingston 
with its waterfront planning, a city official said.

The report, which inventoried former or underutilized industrial and 
commercial properties in Ulster, Dutchess and Orange counties, was 
released by Mid-Hudson Pattern for Progress after a meeting Thursday 
of its board of directors at Torches on the Hudson on Front Street. The 
organization conducted the study to get commercial properties with real 
or perceived contamination returned to productive use.

The inventory, detailed at www.hudsonvalleyland.com, could eliminate 
some of the guesswork and fears of developers considering brownfields
for future projects, according to officials.

The initial site list included 194 properties, as denoted by tax parcels. 
Jean McGrane, project director of Pattern's Mid-Hudson Land 
Revitalization Partnership, said 75 of the properties are in Kingston - 
nearly twice as many as any other city in the study, which also looked at
parcels in Poughkeepsie, Newburgh, Middletown, Beacon and Port 
Jervis.

While 81 percent of the properties inventoried are privately owned, the 
remainder are grouped into "strategic clusters," where similar conditions
exist. Jim McIver, a principal with the Chazen Cos., which completed 
preliminary environmental site assessments for most of the properties, 
said the strategic cluster reports identify areas of needed remediation 
such as underground storage tanks or contaminated rubbish deposits. 
Possible hindrances to redevelopment and rough estimates of cleanup 
costs are also included.

Clusters were identified in Kingston along the Rondout Creek and 
Hudson River waterfronts.

Steve Finkle, director of Kingston's Office of Economic and Community 
Development, said that, in addition to assisting the city with its plans for 
the waterfront, the information makes things "a lot less scary."

McIver said, in general, the properties pose a low-to-moderate 
environmental risk. Among the constraints to development, he listed fill 
such as boulders, construction debris and, in some cases, industrial 
waste. 

Michael DiTullo, Pattern's president and chief executive officer, said the 
study, known as the U.S. Environmental Agency Demonstration Project,
was funded through a $200,000 grant. McGrane said the federal 
agency has awarded a supplemental grant for $150,000 to continue the
project with more advanced environmental studies.

Pattern's directors said other challenges to development of the sites 
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include legislative reform.

"There are probably two or three key objectives that need to be 
addressed if we are to move forward with this," DiTullo said. "One is a 
change in the legislation that puts a little more common sense into the 
level of cleanup required."

He added that Phase II Environmental Site Assessments, which lenders
want to see before considering projects on brownfields, and continued 
regional cooperation and momentum are also needed.

The final report will be available via a link at 
www.pattern-for-progress.org, DiTullo said. 
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Reader Opinions

Post your opinion and share your thoughts with other readers!

 Name: Please don't injure my health Date: Aug, 09 2002

I agree with anonymous. In New Jersey they passed a law which 
gives permission for contaminated properties to be sold to companies
who contaminate properties. For example, if a former chemical 
company site is contaminated, they won't approve a daycare can be 
built on the site, but another chemical company can. How does this 
protect the public. There is NO DOUBT these parcels are 
contaminated. How about cleaning them? Please don't put my health 
at risk for your private profit!!

 

 Name: Anonymous Date: Aug, 09 2002

Not only will we be taxed to death trying to rehab all those old 
buildings down by the water....If the taxes don't get you, the improper 
clean-up of potentially hazardous materials will!
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