
 

City Park may get a face lift soon 
New plan opens up park to more light, new trees 
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GLENS FALLS -- The Glens Falls Business Improvement District has a grand plan for a makeover of City 
Park. 
 
"I think the term used was that the park is 'a bit tired,'" said Chris Round of The Chazen Companies, a 
consultant on the project. 
 
The goal is to expose central areas of the park to more sunlight, so grass grows in areas where now 
there are bare spots. 
 
To do that, some overgrown trees would be removed and replaced with new species of trees, officials 
said. 
 
Norway maples, now common in the park, produce a toxin that inhibits the growth of grass, Round said. 
 
The plan also calls for installing a sprinkler system in the park, so grass regrows more quickly after 
events such as the Lower Adirondack Regional Arts Council festival and the Taste of the North Country 
food show. 
 
Before moving forward with the plan, officials want to make certain there is a broad base of support. 
 
One of the more controversial features, officials said, may be a proposal to replace the crabapple trees 
along Maple Street with Bradford pear trees. 
 
The Bradford pear has a longer flowering period than the crabapple and is more aesthetically pleasing in 
the fall, Round said at a recent presentation to the Glens Falls Common Council. 
 
"The pear retains its leaves," he said. "It turns a brilliant red in the fall." 
 
The BID will be presenting its plan to various city boards and organizations, as well as scheduling public 
hearings, said Daniel Burke, chairman of the BID board. 
 
Crandall Public Library officials are reviewing the plan and will be offering suggestions, library Director 
Christine McDonald told the Common Council. 
 
"We're going to react to it the same way the public will, but we're very interested," she said. 
 
The BID has spent $5,000 preparing the plan so far and will seek grants and contributions for the work, 
Burke said. 
 
"We are adamant that this will not cost the city of Glens Falls one penny," he said. 
 
The goal is to have landscaping work completed in time to coincide with the reopening of the renovated 
and expanded Crandall Public Library late next year, Burke said. 
 
The library is operating out of temporary quarters at Renaissance Plaza, formerly the Godnick's Grand 
Furniture building, on Glen Street while its building in City Park is under construction. 
 
Business leaders view improving the park as an element of downtown revitalization, Burke said. 
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"We're trying to make the park beautiful again," he said. "It is the centerpiece of downtown." 
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