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Monday, May 3, 2004 

LaGrange seeks to limit growth 

Board wants ideas from public 

By John Davis 
Poughkeepsie Journal 
 
FREEDOM PLAINS -- To better steer and control ongoing 
development in LaGrange, the town board is updating its 
comprehensive plan and zoning. 

As part of that process, officials want to give residents a chance to 
offer ideas on land-use regulation.  

''We want a lot of input from the public,'' said Councilman Joe Luna, 
chairman of the LaGrange Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee. 
''We want the room full.''  

The committee is drawing up recommendations on updating the 
town's master -- or comprehensive -- plan, last updated in 1987. This 
document outlines the pace and scope of future building throughout 
the town.  

The plan also provides the foundation for any zoning changes, which 
the town board must approve.  

The town board has scheduled a meeting May 19 during which it will 
solicit ideas from the public. But first it will outline some of its 
recommendations. Representatives of the town's engineering 
consulting firm, Chazen Companies, will assist in presenting some of 
the rezoning proposals.  

All invited to meeting  

Nancy Clark, a Chazen engineer, said it is important LaGrange 
residents take advantage of the May 19 meeting to comment on the 
comprehensive plan and zoning recommendations.  

''It will work best if the public participates,'' Clark said.  

The town this year rezoned the town center in an effort to make it 
more village-like by increasing building density and allowing mixed 
uses, such as apartments above stores.  
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The committee is studying the zoning in the rest of LaGrange.  

Town Supervisor George Wade III said the town is considering 
rezoning some areas in the north of town that are zoned residential 
and have two- and three-acre zoning.  

Officials in July increased from one to 12 units per acre the building 
density in the 152-acre town center area.  

To balance that high-density area, the town is considering increasing 
residential zoning in northern sections of LaGrange to five-acre 
zoning -- a category that does not exist in town code.  

The areas it is considering for five-acre zoning include north of 
Overlook Road on the west side of the Taconic State Parkway, and 
north of Barmore Road on the east side of the parkway, town 
Planning and Zoning Director Joachim Ansorge said.  

Ansorge said the five-acre zoning would be contiguous with similar 
zoning across the town lines in Pleasant Valley and Washington.  

Meeting May 19  

The LaGrange town board will host a meeting May 19 to hear the 
ideas of LaGrange residents on development and zoning in the town. 
That meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in town hall at 120 Stringham Road. 
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