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Friday, February 13, 2004 

Mardi Gras ends United Way campaign 

Drive raises more than $3.3 million 

By Kathianne Boniello 
Poughkeepsie Journal 
 
The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel had its own 
Mardi Gras Thursday night as the United 
Way of Dutchess County celebrated the end 
of its annual fund-raising campaign. 

The Fat Tuesday theme was particularly 
useful when it came to the night's big 
moment of revealing how much the six-
month-long campaign took in.  

Ten United Way volunteers, each wearing 
brightly colored plastic hats, marched onto 
the dance floor amid about 300 onlookers. 
They removed their hats, showing off the 
tops -- each of which was decorated with a 
number to reveal the total of more than $3.3 
million.  

''This was a very successful campaign and 
we're thrilled with the amount we raised and 
what we're going to be able to do with the 
money,'' said Steve Lant, CEO of CH 
Energy Group and chairman of the board of 
the local United Way.  

The money collected by the United Way will 
be allocated to various agencies and support 
groups or programs. Some programs might 
not exist without the United Way's support. 
This year's total is a 1.5 percent increase 
over last year.  

For the Rhinebeck-based Astor Home For 
Children, United Way money helps provide mental health services 
and day care for children in Head Start.  

Kathy McLaughlin/Journal  
United Way employee Jill 
Underwood helps Charlie 
Daniels, 2003 campaign 
manager, put some Mardi 
Gras beads over his mask 
Thursday as he arrived at the 
agency's Campaign Finale & 
Awards Mardi Gras 
Celebration at the 
Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel. 
The campaign raised more 
than $3.3 million. 

Kathy McLaughlin  
Jacqueline Fox of the 
Poughkeepsie Chamber of 
Commerce, center, dances 
Thursday at the United Way 
celebration. In the back is 
Jodi Lizewski of Astor 
Home for Children, left, and 
is Veronica Rogers of 
Philips Semiconductors, 
Fishkill. 
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''We wouldn't be able to do that'' without the United Way, Executive 
Director James McGuirk said. ''What the United Way does is bring the 
community together and try to organize the needs of the community. 
They do a great job.''  

Center benefits  

Rael Jones, a case worker from the Catharine Street Community 
Center in the City of Poughkeepsie, said United Way funds help boost 
his organization.  

''We benefit a lot from it,'' he said of the campaign. And as for the 
party ''it's a good event, and good company.''  

This year's campaign chairman, Charlie Daniels, president of The 
Daniels Agency in Pawling, made sure to play along with the Mardi 
Gras theme.  

Daniels, who spent the evening in a large, three-pointed black and 
gold mask, said Dutchess County's United Way is different from other 
chapters.  

''We're a community impact organization,'' he said. ''We use the funds 
we raise to meet the needs (of the community that) we've identified.''  

Some of those needs include transportation for seniors, teen drug 
abuse and pregnancy and helping the disabled, he said.  

Cash to be distributed  

Dawn Rougeux, the United Way's vice president of community 
impact, gets to distribute the cash.  

''It's very rewarding and exciting because you know what the money's 
going to do,'' she said. ''There's a purpose to it. There's just never 
enough money to go around.''  

The following groups were also recognized for Community Fund 
Achievement: the Conklin Corp., the Culinary Institute of America, 
Dutchess Outreach, James L. Taylor Manufacturing Inc., Lutheran 
Care Center, M & T Bank, Mid-Hudson Workshop for the Disabled, 
Poughkeepsie Galleria and the Town of East Fishkill.  

Other organizations were rewarded for hosting outstanding 
campaigns, including Adams Fairacre Farms, CH Energy Group, 
Chazen Companies, Dutchess County Government, Family Services, 
Inc., Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union, New Horizons Resources 
Inc., St. Francis Hospital and Wappingers School District.  
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