
PoughkeepsieJournal.com - Need water? Service depends on location http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/projects/factbook/lo050502s2...

2 of 3 7/8/2002 2:17 PM

  

Sunday, May 5, 2002

Need water? Service depends on location

By John Davis
Poughkeepsie Journal

If you live in the City of Poughkeepsie or Beacon you enjoy more
municipal services than if you live in the hinterlands of Stanford or Pine 
Plains.

City residents are provided with central water, sewer and garbage 
pickup. They pay for these services in their tax bill.

But if you've just moved upstate to the farmland of Amenia or rural 
areas of New Paltz, you rely on a well for water, a septic system for 
plumbing waste and either a private garbage hauler or the local transfer 
station.

You may enjoy central water if you live in any of the numerous water 
districts throughout the region. You pay your water bill -- and any 
capital improvement costs -- when you receive your tax bill.

Even if you have a well in your backyard, the water is not entirely free. 
If you have hard water, there's added costs for water softener and salt 
supplies to improve the taste of the water.

You also don't want to overtax your well because it might go dry.

Russell Urban-Mead, a groundwater professional with Chazen 
Companies in Poughkeepsie, said by evenly distributing your water use 
throughout the week, you can usually rely on a steady flow of water 
from your well.

''Don't do 12 loads of laundry on Saturday,'' Urban-Mead said. ''Don't 
attempt to fill up your swimming pool on the weekend.''

Taxes pay for sewer service

If you live in Beacon or Poughkeepsie, city taxes pay for sewer service. 
In most other areas of the Hudson Valley, residents rely on private 
septic systems.

Each septic system has an underground tank for capturing solid waste 
and leech fields -- perforated pipes for redistributing liquid waste under 
the lawn.

Depending on how big a family you have living under one roof, paying 
a professional to pump your septic tank clean must be done every two 
to five years, Urban-Mead said.

Curbside trash pickup is available throughout most of the region. 
Again, it's included in your city taxes, if you live in Poughkeepsie or 
Beacon.
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But if you live in Beekman or other towns, you can pay a private carter 
around $65 every couple months, Beekman Supervisor John Adams
said.

Residents can pay less in towns that offer Saturday drop-off service at 
the local transfer station or highway garage.

More than 700 Beekman households pay $75 a year for an annual 
sticker at the transfer station in the neighboring Town of Union Vale.

The Town of Beekman matches $25 for each household -- paying 
Union Vale a total of $100 per sticker.

''The resident still pays $2 per (30 gallon) trash bag,'' Adams said.

Relevant Web link 
Information on well water quality standards is available from the
Dutchess County Health Department through the county Web site.
Access the Web site at www.dutchessny.gov and then follow the links
for the health department and environmental health services.
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