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Illustration courtesy Chazen 
Companies 
Borders bookstore and 
Babies 'R' Us are in lease 
negotiations with the Dagar
Group to open in the former
ShopRite space in Nine 
Mall in the Town of 
Poughkeepsie. This 
depiction was created by 
the Chazen Companies to 
show how the storefronts 
would look.
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Friday, December 6, 2002

Nine Mall courting 2 national chains

Stores could open by middle of 2003

By Jennifer McGraw Karchmer
Poughkeepsie Journal

Two national chain stores, one for babies the
other for readers, are looking at the former 
ShopRite space in the Nine Mall on Route 9.

Borders, a national bookstore chain, and 
Babies 'R' Us, one of the brands of Toys 'R 
Us, are finalizing agreements with the Dagar 
Group, the managing and leasing agent for 
Nine Mall in the Town of Poughkeepsie, said 
President and Chief Executive Officer David 
Livshin.

He said leases are expected to be completed 
by the end of the month and stores could 
open by mid-2003.

The two stores would occupy the former 51,000-square-foot ShopRite 
that has been vacant since July.

''It's an ideal match,'' Livshin said of the proposed tenants. Neither 
store has locations in the mid-Hudson Valley. Kids 'R Us and Toys 'R' 
Us have locations on Route 9 in Poughkeepsie.

Tenants in Nine Mall include Firestone, Van Vlack Cleaners, 
Supercuts, Sossi Formals, One $ Zone, Statewide Appliances, Hudson 
Valley Federal Credit Union, Freight Liquidators and a Kohl's store. 
National Resources NineMall LLC is the owner of the property.

The Dagar Group plans to submit a site plan for approval by the town 
planning board at the board's meeting Dec. 19.

Split ShopRite space

Once an agreement is reached, the vacant space would be split. Borders
would occupy 21,000 square feet on the left and Babies 'R' Us would 
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occupy 30,000 square feet on the right. The occupancy rate of the mall 
would be 100 percent once the leases are signed, Livshin said.

''That would be great to have two new stores to fill out this plaza,'' said 
Murray Prescott, who lives in Garrison, Putnam County. He and his 
wife Barbara shop in Poughkeepsie often.

With 410 stores, Borders, based in Ann Arbor, Mich., goes up against 
Barnes & Noble, which has a store north on Route 9. Barnes & Noble 
spokeswoman Christine Tzen said the chain, with 900 stores 
nationwide, considers all booksellers as competition.

''We'd like to think our main difference is in the titles we carry,'' said 
Emily Swan, spokeswoman for Borders Group. ''We tailor to the 
communities we're in.''

Borders offers titles in a variety of subjects, books of local interest, 
hard-to-find books, magazines, stationery and gifts for book lovers. 
The store also sells audio books, music CDs and movies on CD and 
DVD. The new store will have a cafe.

Borders began in the early 1970s when brothers Tom and Louis 
Borders opened a bookstore in Ann Arbor. In 1994, the holding group 
Borders Group Inc. was formed which includes Borders and 
Waldenbooks, both of which had been owned previously by Kmart
Corp.

With 165 stores nationwide, Babies 'R Us offers a baby registry 
service and a mother's room for attending to babies' needs. Babies 'R 
Us, which opened its first store in 1996, has stores in Buffalo, 
Rochester and Syracuse and on Long Island.

Relevant Web links
- Babies 'R Us: www4.toysrus.com/our/bru

- Borders: www.bordersgroupinc.com

HOME
News | Business | Sports | Life | Opinion | Classified | Real Estate | Tourism | Contact

Us | Community | Obituaries

Apartments | Cars | Careers

Copyright © 2002, Poughkeepsie Journal.
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service (updated August 10, 2001).
 


