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GLENS FALLS -- Tom Davis, a civil engineer with the Chazen Companies, used to 
commute daily from his home in South Glens Falls to the firm's main office in 
Poughkeepsie, a distance of about 130 miles.  
 
Now, he just drives across the Cooper's Cave Bridge to the firm's Glens Falls office 
and logs into a video conference, replacing all but an occasional commute.  
 
"It's a whole lot easier," not to mention saving wear and tear on his vehicle, he said.  
 
Video conferencing is one feature in the firm's new larger office suite on the third 
floor of the 100 Glen Street at Fenimore Square plaza.  
 
Technology has enabled the local office to grow from a one-person operation when it 
opened four years ago to a staff of 10, with plans to hire several more soon, said 
Stuart Mesinger, senior planner and director of the local office.  
 
Staff members at the Glens Falls office with specialized skills can now work on 
projects at any of the firm's offices, and vice versa, he explained.  
 
In addition to Glens Falls and Poughkeepsie, the engineering firm has offices in 
Newburgh and Troy.  
 
Mesinger joked that perhaps he should wear a tie on Tuesday, when they hold their 
first companywide video conference, because the boss will be" watching.  
 
"Some of us have never laid eyes on one another," said Kate Niver, the local office 
administrator.  
 
The firm works on civil engineering, community planning, environmental and 
geographic imaging systems projects, and it recently has diversified into highway 
and transportation planning and design.  
 
Among other projects, the firm is in the process of completing a build-out and 
school enrollment analysis for the town of Queensbury and has done consulting 
work for more than a half-dozen area towns and the city of Glens Falls.  



 
General improvement in the region's economy also has contributed to the firm's 
local growth.  
 
"We've noticed a real up-tick in the last year," Mesinger said.  
 
Their firm has grown with the times, starting in a first-floor office in the building at 
the corner of Glen and Park streets in 2000, before moving to an office suite on the 
second floor several years later and now an even larger suite on the third floor.  
 
The renovations owner Peter Hoffman is undertaking at the building are a 
testament to the revitalization of downtown, Mesinger said.  
 
The fact that he has attracted a Quiznos Sub shop franchise to the building's ground 
floor demonstrates that lunchtime foot traffic is increasing downtown, he suggested.  
 
"The next step is to get people to come in to support an evening trade," he said.  
 
"It's been interesting to find the kind of people that want to work in Glens Falls," he 
added.  
 
Generally, employees with families who enjoy outdoor activities thrive at the local 
office, while single people more interested in restaurants and clubs tend not to stay 
at the office long.  
 
Mesinger has a long-standing reputation in the area, dating back to when he was 
Queensbury's first planning director years ago, said city Economic Development 
Director James Martin.  
 
"Stu's always been a forward-thinking guy when it comes to this area," he said.  
 
Martin said he is meeting this week with representatives of another large consulting 
firm that may open a branch office downtown.  
 
The growth of firms like the Chazen Companies underscores the need for city 
officials to expand parking downtown, Martin said.  
 
"We cannot continue to turn a blind eye to that issue. It's costing us," he said. 


