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Field combines business, green practices 

Profile 

By Karen Maserjian Shan 
For the Poughkeepsie Journal 

As a college student in the 1980s, Doug McClure was enrolled 
in an electrical engineering program. But a growing concern 
about environmental contaminants caused him to rethink his 
major. 

Darryl Bautista/Poughkeepsie 
Journal  
Environmental engineer 
Doug McClure, who works 
for The Chazen Companies, 
looks at some drawings in 
the company's 
Poughkeepsie office 
recently.  

"During my days in college, more of the issues with respect to 
contamination started to come to light and regulations had 
already been enacted to deal with those," McClure said. 

He decided to combine his study of engineering with this 
awareness by switching his major to environmental engineering. 
"It seemed like a challenging discipline to get into," and he 
thought there would be opportunities in the field, he said. 

Variety of sciences 

McClure's course of study (and later his work) centered on environmental contaminants. 
Classes included math and science, hydraulics, chemistry, biology and contaminant 
removal. The environmental engineering field was relatively new then. Since the field has 
matured, more schools offer programs. 

McClure has worked as a consultant and for the past two years he has been employed by 
The Chazen Companies, headquartered in the City of Poughkeepsie. 

Michael Walter, chairman of Cornell University's Biological and Environmental 
Engineering department, said the field includes the study of treatment plants for clean 
water and sewage systems, but the emphasis is shifting toward systems that work with 
nature for greater sustainability. 

"There's clearly more effort to try to work with nature to keep the ecosystem going better 
than, perhaps, we've done in the past," Walter said. 

With that, he said, the field is becoming more involved with the green community on the 
whole, including the study of methods that use waste to create energy. About 3,620 
environmental engineers were working in New York in 2002, according to the state 
Department of Labor. The field is expected to grow quickly -- by 36 percent or more -- 
through 2012, to about 4,500 positions. In fact, Fortune magazine's March 21 issue listed 



environmental engineering as the top profession in its "20 Fastest-Growing Professional 
Jobs.'' 

McClure's work often requires collecting samples from contaminated sites, which may 
involve drilling, shoveling or installing wells; identifying the nature and extent of any 
contamination and reporting the findings to the regulating committee. 

"There are hazards to the job a lot of times you are out at sites that have contaminants -- 
working around contaminants -- and you need to take appropriate safety precautions," he 
said, including protective gear. 

McClure said it's important for environmental engineers to keep up with changing 
regulations and technological advances in the way data is collected and studied, and to 
have effective communication skills, as data must be presented to regulators, clients and 
the public through documented reports and meetings. 

"You're interacting with clients, you're interacting with regulators, you're out at the site 
getting data, you're writing reports -- that's a lot of what the job is," McClure said. 

Karen Maserjian Shan can be reached at biznews@poughkeepsiejournal.com

Profile 

Doug McClure 

Job title: Environmental engineer 

Years on the job: 18. 

Education/training: Wilkes University, bachelor's degree; Villanova University, master's 
degree in environmental engineering; Southern New Hampshire University, master's 
degree in business administration. Licensed professional engineer, New York; licensed 
environmental professional, Connecticut. 

 

mailto:biznews@poughkeepsiejournal.com

	Field combines business, green practices
	Profile


