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Town Board Awards Groundwater Study Contract  
State safety inspection turns up minor violations at Highway Department  
by Maria Theodore Leiter  

As part of the recommendations that came out of the Town's newly adopted 
Comprehensive Plan, the Philipstown Board at their June 1, 2006 monthly meeting 
authorized the Supervisor to hire Chazen Companies to prepare a Groundwater Study. The 
$22,400 study will include an aquifer study, as well as zoning overlay maps and 
recommendations for wastewater treatment.  

"This stems from a series of meetings with [Comprehensive Plan Consultant] Joel 
Russell," said Councilman Richard Shea, who chaired the meeting in the absence of the 
ailing Supervisor Mazzuca. The Board unanimously approved the resolution.  

Three resolutions that were unanimously approved had to do with recommendations made 
by the State after they inspected the Town's Highway Department Safety procedures. The 
State found 22 minor violations, according to Councilman Brower.  

"[Highway Department employees] had to have a class on how to drive a forklift, which 
they've been doing for twenty-two years," said Brower. He said that Highway 
Superintendent Roger Chirico was annoyed by such requirements, but he was taking care 
of them.  

As part of the mandated procedural changes, the Board passed a resolution establishing a 
lock out/tag out procedure to add to the Town's Safety Manual and another amending the 
Town's Fire Policy to include the Highway Department. In addition, they tabled the hiring 
of a Town Safety Coordinator for more discussion.  

Meanwhile, at Town Clerk Tina Merando's recommendation, the Board authorized the 
Supervisor to sign the retiree drug subsidy distribution agreement between the Town and 
New York State Department of Civil Service. According to Merando, the Town's health 
insurance carrier, Empire, was advising its participants against signing on to the Medicare 
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Part D plan because employees had coverage that was superior. The Federal Government 
was now offering incentives to motivate employers to retain their current policies by 
agreeing to reimburse employers up to $600 per person.  

Taking on a problem that has been three years in the making, Shea announced that the 
Town would take a look at possibly amending the Valley Lane Assessment Roll. Shea 
explained that the rules governing the apportionment of taxes for residents who live on 
Valley Lane were different than what was done on other roads.  

"We have two widely varying ways of doing assessment," he said. "Consistency would be 
desirable."  

Valley Lane is assessed purely on frontage, resulting in weighting the burden very heavily 
on two homeowners, he said. "We want to review it. Some people pay double what others 
pay." He said that the tax burden on these two homeowners was significant and could 
instead be spread more fairly and with less of an impact on across all thirty homes.  

Doyle said that changing the assessment would require a local law change, which would 
require a hearing and a forty-five day referendum process, which might not happen in time 
for this year's tax assessment.  

In other business, the Board unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the 
Recreation Department to advertise for bidders for fuel oil. This will allow that 
department to save money on their annual cost of fuel by buying in bulk outside the 
Town's contract by going to bid several times over the course of a season. "We found out 
we are not getting the best price by bidding one time," Shea explained.  

Town Attorney Ed Doyle advised that they add a minimum and maximum amount of fuel 
to be purchased to the resolution. It was unanimously approved.  

At the recommendation of the Town's Wetlands Inspector, the Board approved the partial 
release of a performance bond for work done on Indian Brook in the amount of $67,586. 
The bond required the removal of invasive species and the replanting of new plantings, 
which were completed, according to the Inspector. But, he recommended that the new 
plantings required monitoring through the Fall to make certain that they took hold. For 
that reason, he suggested that the Town only release 60% of the bond at this time.  

"I have full confidence in the Wetlands Inspector and I will go along with his 
recommendation," said Shea.  

The Board also authorized the Supervisor to sign a Lease/Purchase agreement for a 2007 
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International 7,400 truck. This would replace a vehicle lost in an accident.  

Choosing the lowest bidder, the Board awarded a bid for mowing of the Cedar Street and 
North Highland cemeteries for $300 per month. The contract will go to Oak Landscaping, 
who submitted the lowest of three bids. A bid for scaffolding that will be used for roof 
repairs was also approved. On the other hand, the Board rejected the only bid submitted 
for painting the Town Hall building after Councilman Shea remarked that the $28,000 
price was too high. The Board authorized the Town Clerk to re-advertise for bids.  

In order to make bound copies of the Comprehensive Plan, the Board approved the cost of 
$13.32 per copy. That cost would be passed on to residents who wish to purchase a copy 
of the plan. Merando advised that the entire plan was also available on the Town's 
website.  

Tackling another hurdle on the road to Putnam County's first-ever triathlon, the Board 
approved the following appointments the following residents to the Philipstown Greenway 
Committee: Michael McKee, Chair, Catherine Gonick, Howard Kaplowitz, Marshall 
Mermell, Hank Osborn, Gail Sherry, Katie Giachinta, Robert Hutchinson, Marlo Kovacs, 
Suellen Nelson, Bill Sherry and Michael Gibbons. These volunteers have been working on 
getting the triathlon off the ground, but for insurance purposes, it was necessary to make 
them official committee members.  

Also approved was the appointment of Bruce Campbell to the Stormwater Steering 
Committee. However, the Board could not approve a resolution appointing John 
Sussmeier Chairman of the Conservation Advisory Committee, because he asked that they 
not do so. The Committee will continue to have a rotating chairmanship.  

With regret, the Board accepted the resignation of Isabel Lopatin from the Stormwater 
Steering Committee.  

Added to the agenda this evening was an item brought forward by the Clerk. The Board 
approved a resolution awarding a contract, with changes recommended by Doyle, to 
Center for Municipal Solutions for Wireless Communication services.  

Councilwoman Betty Budney announced that there would be a dedication of a new stone 
for a Civil War Veteran at the Cedar Street Cemetery on July 4 at 11:30 am.  

Andy Chmar of Hudson Highlands Land Trust advised that on July 3, the Land Trust, 
along with Haldane and Garrison Schools will hold its second annual fun fest at Mayor's 
Park. This year the event will include a camp-out. All the proceeds from the event will go 
toward the schools' environmental programs.  
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Providing local news, information and opinions from 
Philipstown and Putnam Valley, NY 

Encompassing the Villages of Cold Spring and Nelsonville,  

and the hamlet of Garrison, Putnam County, NY. 

This site is a publication of The Putnam County News and Recorder, the source for news and information 
of the Philipstown and Putnam Valley area. The PCN&R is 139 years old, published in hard copy every 

Wednesday, and circulated throughout Putnam County, NY. 
The PCN&R prints LEGAL NOTICES for: Putnam County, The Town of Philipstown, The Town of 

Putnam Valley, Village of Cold Spring, Village of Nelsonville, the Haldane Union Free School District and 
the Garrison Union Free School District. 

Deadline for printed press releases, advertisements and classifieds is Monday at noon for Wednesday 
publication. This site is updated on an as-needed basis with a minimum update weekly on Thursdays. For 

further information or to request a subscription to the paper, please contact us with your name and mailing 
address at: 

(845) 265-2468 PO Box 185, Cold Spring, NY 10516, or e-mail us at editor@pcnr.com  
If you see an advertiser on line, tell them!  
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